A Walk Down Fourth Street 


George had intended to be a 
doctor but after some time he changed 
his mind and returned home where he 
attended Dental and Pharmacy College 
in Portland. That is where he met his 
wife and was married in 1937. George 
was very active in the community, 
Kiwanis’s, Chamber of Commerce, 
Republicans, The Catholic Church, etc. 
Ray was active but not as much as George. It was in George’s blood to make the city grow. 
George and Ray started the Economy Drug Store in 1940. Some years later, Mickey Schwary 
approached them as he started to plan the One Stop shopping Center. He hoped that George and 
Ray would start a drug store there. George was all for it but Ray did not want to leave the 
downtown area. So Ray stayed and George started the One Stop Drug. Some years later 
George’s daughter Nan took over the pharmacy and later her daughter Chris ran the business. 


Urie Building 

The Urie building was a two story building that was home to a number of professionals. 
Dr. Urie, Dr. A.K. Harris, Dr Smith, and Dr. Withum. Apartments were upstairs and Rexall 
Drug and several restaurants were downstairs. Dr. A.K Harris and his wife were pillars of the 
community and offered their services to thousands of the citizens free of charge throughout the 
years. Our high school football/soccer complex is named in his honor. 


Camas Paper Mill 

In 1883 Mr. Pittock and Mr. Stern came to LaCamas to look for a place to build a mill. After 
looking around they discovered that there was a lot of timber, water and it was close to the 
Columbia River. It seemed to be the right place to build so they did. However in 1886 there was 
a big fire and they had to start all over again. They hired some Chinese to hand dig the Mill 
Ditch to get water to the mill and then they built a dam at the lake to control the water. Mr. L. E. 
Tidland built the first wooden dam in 1902, and then in 1923 his son built a concrete structure to 
replace the wooden structure. In the very early days bamboo, rags, and straw were used to make 


paper. 
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